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Truchard Vineyards  
Cabernet Sauvignon Napa Valley Carneros 2004 
 

EXCELLENT – Carneros is better known for chardonnay and pinot noir 
than cabernet sauvignon, but Truchard gets something out of the micro-
climate here that seems perfect for the grape. This wine is equal parts 
seduction and seriousness; as the defunct Wine X magazine might have put 
it, “Like a blind date between Uma Thurman and the Incredible Hulk.” 
Twelve percent cabernet franc and one percent petit verdot are blended with 
the cabernet sauvignon; the wine ages 20 months in French oak, 45 percent 
new barrels; there’s nothing toasty or vanilla-like here. The intensity, the 
well-knit nature of the wine, the remarkable resonance seem to billow from 
the glass; this is a wine that draws you in. Black currant, cassis and plum 
flavors are nailed by riveting elements of dried flowers and a tremendous 
earthy-mineral quality. Tannins are magnificently proportioned, but soft, 
chewy, well-honed. A great achievement. Best from 2010 through 2018 or 
‘20.   


